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We Welcome New Patients! 
Come Experience the Linden Hills difference 


* General Cosmetic Dentistry 
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* Invisalign & Botox Services 
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FROM THE EDITOR | BY CHRIS TARBOX 


Who Lives, 


Who Dies, 


Who Tells Your Story 


As we prepare for the summer heat to subside and for the unmis- 
takable chill of the fall and winter seasons to embrace us, we can take 
consolation in the fact that Broadway season is upon us! Well, not just 
Broadway, obviously, but a whole slew of amazing productions that 
will take the Twin Cities by storm. And Lavender is thrilled to present 
our Fall Arts and Dining issue for 2018! 

Within these pages is a comprehensive guide to the plays, musi- 
cals, and performances coming to the Twin Cities during the fall and 
winter months, along with suggestions for restaurants near certain 
venues to make your dinner-and-a-show experiences complete. 


On top of that, we learn about the spicy offerings of the upcom- 
ing HUMP! Film Festival coming to Minneapolis in September, we 
get to know about the annual Golden Valley Arts and Music Festival 
celebrating its 15th year, and yours truly experiences the brand-new 
Alamo Drafthouse Cinema in Woodbury (SPOILER ALERT: don’t talk 
during the movie. You’re gonna have a bad time.) 

So dust off your finest suits and dresses, set up your reservations 
(I am shaking with anticipation for my showing of Hamilton, I cannot 


wait), and get ready to enjoy the glitz and glamour of the stage! m 


SLHOMES, iC. 


REINVENT 
REVIVE 
REDESIGN 


JASON T. BUDZYNSKI 


TJB Homes Remodeling 


NAT-106860-1 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


Good Neighbor Fred 


Iwas much older than the target audience for the TV show which, af- 
ter a start in 1963 and some re-brandings, made its U.S. debut February 
19, 1968 as Mx. Rogers' Neighborhood. Most of the bits and pieces I picked 
up about the program were jokey and Mr. Rogers himself seemed a bit, 
well, creepy, with his soft drawl, his colorful cardigans, those sneakers. 

'Though "suitable for all ages", the show was aimed at the 2-5 set, 
and itis only now, as I've read more about the man, and recently went to 
experience the documentary film, Won't You Be My Neighbor? (it caused 
me to tear up more than once) that Fred Rogers knew exactly what he 
was about. 

I assumed all kiddy shows were either saccharine and condescend- 
ing, or loud and frenetic. Neighborhood was neither. In the darkened the- 
ater, I felt chills as a puppet character asked, “What does the word 'assas- 
sination' mean?" relating to the 1968 killing of Robert Kennedy. Rogers 
engaged a spectrum of actual childhood concerns; anger, fear, the death 
of a pet, always carefully maintaining a clear distinction between the re- 
alism of his Neighborhood and the world of Make-Believe, where King 


Friday XIII reigned and puppets talked. 

Facing funding cuts for public television in 1969, the mild but inexora- 
ble Rogers donned suit and tie and went before a Senate Subcommittee 
on Communication. Using the same direct tone he used with children, 
he explained, in part, “I feel that if we in public television can only make 
it clear that feelings are mentionable and manageable, we will have done 
a great service for mental health." He recited one of his songs, "What do 
you do with the mad that you feel?" 

Subcommittee chairman Senator John O. Pastore, self-styled “pretty 
tough guy," responded much like Fred Rogers’ small viewers: “...This is 
the first time I've had goosebumps for the last two days. Looks like you 
just earned the $20 million." 

Fred Rogers had what it takes to be a “real Мап”-ог “real Woman," 
or “real Person"; courage, compassion, frankness, humor. “One of the 
greatest gifts you can give anybody is the gift of your honest self," he 
stated. “I also believe that kids can spot a phony a mile away." B 


(GRAND 
AVENUE 


IDEN TAL« 


Steve Burns, Ph.D. 


Licensed Psychologist * 612-990-0649 


Hours by appointment Wednesday - Friday 


Convenient Midway Location 
2324 University Ave. W., Suite 100 


MOSHIER LAW OFFICE, PLLC 
BECKY A. MOSHIER, ESQ. 


Proudly serving our community for over 27 years 


INDULGE 
YOUR SMILE 


grandavenvedental.com 
651.291.9667 


ФА 


MOSHIER 


—— LAW OFFICE, РИС —— 


PRACTICE AREAS INCLUDE: 
DIVORCE WILLS BANKRUPTCY 


Call for a FREE consultation with 
an experienced bankruptcy attorney 


651-645-1211 


www.moshierbankruptcylaw.com 


We are a debt relief agency. We help people file for bankruptcy relief under the Bankruptcy Code. 
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A ENERGY 


| SOLAR | 


AllEnergySolar.com 


Phone: +1 651 401 8522 
1642 Carroll Ave. Saint Paul, MN 55104 


 Garlock-French 
is always a 
good idea 


Your house is one of your most valued 
investments. 


Protect it with a Garlock-French roof and 
you'll get years of low maintenance that | 
looks great. / 


At Garlock-French, you'll get skilled roofing 4 
solutions, superior customer service and 
we guarantee our workmanship. 


We've been up on roofs longer, 
and it shows. 


^p NS 


GARLOCK-FRENCH 
CORPORATION 


Roofing, Chimneys, Sheet Metal 


and more 


Call us at 612-722-7129 
2301 East 25th St., Minneapolis 


Garlock-French.com MN License #ВС001423 — 


Contemporary, 


AWARD-WINNING dining 


with a side of 


PEACE-OF-MIND? 


Welcome to 55+ Independent Living at 
Abiitan—home of Smith & Porter Restaurant—where 
we serve perfectly-prepared peace-of-mind 
to our residents by giving them reassurance 


in their plan for the future. 


Find out more about Abiitan’s unique ability 
to support you both as you continue to pursue 
the art of living well ... while enjoying great 
food along the way. 


55+ Independent Living 
Assisted i | Memory Care 


ABIITAN 


! 1! MILL CITY 


612.504.5202 


www.abiitan.org 
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MN GAY FLAG FOOTBALL 
LEAGUE WEEK ONE 


AUGUST 4, 2018 
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You are Amazing... аы, ai 


Your skin should È | 
be too! к Elizabeth Cloutier 


Products and services PA 
for all skin types and Bop ”- CLOUTIER LAW OFFICES pa 


concerns ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


FAMILY/DIVORCE/CUSTODY 


E SKIN PEN IB CHEMICAL PEELS ALL NEW CLIENTS RECEIVE DOMESTIC PARTNERSHIPS/DISSOLUTION 
PRENUPTIAL AGREEMENTS 


Ш HYDRAFACIAL LASH LIFT / TINT 0 SPERM/EGG DONOR AGREEMENTS 
Ш COOLSCULPTING Mi BROW TINT / WAX 0 SURROGACY 
GAY MARRIAGE ADVICE 
Ш BOTOX/FILLERS ІШ ONCOLOGY SKIN CARE YOUR 1ST SECOND/STEP PARENT ADOPTION 
INJURIES/AUTO ACCIDENTS 


E ALMA LASERS ІШСІІМІСДІ STRENGTH 
SKINCARE PRODUCTS SERVICE PROBATE 
WILLS & TRUSTS 


TRUSTED, CARING 
ИЕ ЕЕ BOTOX AND FILLERS ARE EXCLUDED Eo eut 


C ALL TOD AY 10 SCHEDULE Convenient Downtown Skyway Connected Offices 


612.332.5100 


=A nnn CLO Free Initial Consultation 
| ha P4 1 ЧН 74 1005 Historic Lumber Exchange Building | 10 S. 5th St. Minneapolis, MN 55402 


OVER 25 YEARS OF LEGAL EXPERIENCE 


WWW.CLOUTIER-LAW.COM 
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children’s 
theatre 


JOIN LGBT+CTC ON THESE DATES FOR A 
SEASON OF INSPIRING PERFORMANCES! 


Last Stop on Market Street 
Sept. 29, 2018 


І Come From Arizona 
Oct. 28, 2018 


Dr. Seuss's How The Grinch Stole Christmas! 


Dec. 6, 2018 
Mr. Popper's Penguins 
Feb. 5, 2019 
The Hobbit • S20K ENLISTMENT BONUS 
Based on and eligi ility) 
i iw * 100% COLLEGE TUITION 
For more information and tickets, visit * WORK EXPERIENCE 
childrenstheatre.org/LGBTQ. » FULL TIME BENEFITS 


North Loop - Galleria - Minnetonka - Grand Avenue 


ө ө 
InV1 SIOII Locally owned. Independent designers. 


distinctive eyewear | Handmade Quality + Personal Service 
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Name: Jim Halvorson 


Where did you grow up? | grew up 
out in the country showing horses 
and cows in Buffalo, MN. 


Where do you live? | just bought my 
first home in Northeast Minneapolis! 
I'm finally “home” and love NE! 


Who do you live with? | have a 
granny-cat, Inga, that I've had for 15 
years, and | also have a roommate, 
Michael Parady; he and | have been 
roommates for eight years. 


What is your occupation? | am a 
hairstylist and makeup artist and 
co-own the salon | work at, CaJah 
Salon in St. Paul. 


When did you come out? | was 18 
years old. 


How'd that go? Coming out went 
okay; my mom asked me if | was gay 
before | came out, then two weeks 
later | did it, knowing full well she 
already knew. Then she told my dad 
and we had dinner and | told him 
too. A little rough patch here and 
there, but eventually everything 
went fine! I’m lucky to have two lov- 
ing and super supportive parents. 


When do you wake up? Usually in 
the 6 a.m. hour at some time. | have 
already gotten my clothes prepared 
for the day because | get up and go 
work out 2-3 times a week for my 
mental/physical health since I’m 
always at my salon. Plus, we are 
currently expanding our salon, so a 
lot of time is being spent there now 
that | need to work out for my own 
sanity! Being gay doesn't define me, 
it enhances me! 


Phone alarm or old school alarm? 
Phone alarm, or else my cat is up 
snuggling me and purring in my face 
because she’s hungry! 


What's the first thing you do in the 
morning? Snuggle with inga, then go 
feed her cause she's screaming at 
me cause she's starving, like every 
cat on the face of the Earth. 


Breakfast? Usually breakfast is a 
banana and pre-workout shake 
before | go to the gym. If | don't work 
out, l'Il usually fry an egg and make 
an egg sandwich and eat it on the 
way to work. 


Coffee? "Coffee" yes, but | don't 
wanna taste the coffee... usually 
like a salted caramel mocha. Some- 
thing super sugary and non-coffee 
tasting. 


Cream or no? Yes, whipped cream! 


How do you spend your commute: 

| only have a 15 minute drive to my 
salon, so | flip through Sirius chan- 
nels, usually CNN news updates, or 
the BPM channel to get me going in 
the morning. 


If your job were like a yearbook, 
what would you be voted? (Class 
clown, best dressed, most annoying, 
etc.) | would say "Most Cheerful" 
and "Mr. Smiley". 


What inspires you? My business 
partner Carrie inspires me. She 
raised two amazing children on 

her own, working full time and all 
the while being a 14-year breast 
cancer suvivor. She eats and lives 
healthy and doesn't judge anyone or 
anything. She lives life to the fullest, 
and she is my rock in life too! 


Do you eat your lunch while 
working or take a break? My daily 
work schedule runs on 45 minute 
increments. All my haircuts/colors/ 
highlights all book at 45 minute spots 
through my day, so yes, | take one 45 
minute break midday usually around 
2:15 p.m. My work day is 10:30 a.m.- 
8:15 p.m. daily! 


Is your work space tidy or a hot 
mess? Tidy, everything has its 
place, it's all faced forward but very 
organized because it helps with the 
flow of each client if everything is in 
its right place. 


What's been your favorite job? My 
current job, being a full-time hair- 
stylist, makeup artist and also salon 
owner. We have an amazing team 
of 12 stylists working together, soon 
to be 18! We are looking to hire six 
more stylists to join us to "play hair" 
at our salon, and love what we do! 


Who are your heroes? | guess | don't 
really have any personal heroes, it's 

tough for me to look at someone and 
say | wantto be like them. Really, 

my heroes are everyday people who 


do nice things for others Шо 


need for anything in return. 


Favorite weeknight meal: Go out, 7 


take out, or cook in? | love going 
out to eat. | think my favorite meal is 
going out for sushi. Ordering a whole 
bunch of different fish, but also һай 
ing robata, “meat on a stick” while 
having a Sapporo beer! 


Most embarrassing moment: My 
most embarrassing moment was 
hilarious. | was at CaJah Salon 
cutting hair one day and | was wea 
ing a nice light pair of linen pants 
during the summer. | bent down to 
grab something off the floor and 
RRRRIIIIIPPPPP goes the seam right 
up the back of my pants! It was dead 
silent in the salon and everyone 
looked over at me and we all started 
laughing our heads off. | went 
next door to the clothing store and 
bought a pair of womens capri jeans 
and wore them the rest of the day! It 
is still talked about to this day! 


On a usual weeknight, you are do- 
ing what? | am at the salon booked 
with clients until 8:15/8:30 p.m. every 
night. After that, | head home to 
make food and eat and watch some 
Netflix and hopefully go to sleep by 
midnight, so | can get up at 6ish ani 
head to the gym! 


Bedtime: Midnight for sure. 


Favorite weekend activity: | love 
going out to rollerblade around the 
lakes in the summer, or else grab my 
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JIM HALVORSON 


hammock and tiny grill and go find to 
shady trees near Lake of the Isles or 
Calhoun and sit and relax and read 

a book or watch Netflix, grill some 
hotdogs and just try to chill. During 
the winter, | love going to the movies 
on the weekend. 


What are you most proud of and 
why? This answer is going to sound 
odd, but | am most proud of myself... 
and | think everyone should be 
proud of themselves everyday as 
well. | was a gymnast growing up, | 


эт 


was а cheerleader, | showed horses, 
and now l'm a full-time hair stylist 
and a salon owner and l've worked 
so hard to get where l'm at in life. 
Everyone should feel proud of them- 
selves, especially people growing 

up as LGBT and having to have inner 
struggles. Just to be yourself in life! 


Words of wisdom to share: Be true 
to yourself and stay strong. Put your 
best face forward and treat others 
as you hope to be treated. 


Photo by Mike Hnida 


MINT ORTHODONTICS 
Geoff Sudit DDS, MS 


Get the perfect smile 
you’ve always wanted. 


Plus 

* Invisalign treatment 

* Fewer office visits 

* Customizable payment 
plans 


MORE ЧМ; 
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THAN ANY 
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STATION. 


100.7 Fm + 104.5 FM 


770.» 1007-1045: 
œ + Real College Radio x = 


MARGERY 


jewelry 
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Final Weeks! Closing Sept. 29! 


“Surges with 
гам energy!” 


er Press 
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THE BROADWAY MUSICAL 


ЖЕТЕТ i. 


f С Presented һу 
: X StarTribune 


The Song Remains The Same 
Jonny James & The Hall 
of Fames Does Zeppelin 


Septembery 


Tribute to Chicago 
September 6 


Takin’ It to The Limit 
MoonRiVer Ag Je) ATribute to the Eagles 
The Best of Andy Williams ^x — ^ With The Fabulous Armadillos 


Featuring Ben Utecht 
Septembera4 & 15 


and The Collective Unconscious 


September 19 - 22 
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DINING CONTENT BY: 
BRADLEY TRAYNOR 


PAIRINGS 
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HAMILTON 

Hennepin Theatre Trust 

at Orpheum Theatre 

Aug. 29-Oct. 7, 2018 

Alexander Hamilton was a top aide to Gen. 
George Washington and pivotal in designing 
the two-party system. Lin-Manuel Miranda’s 
musical sensation exudes hip-hop, blues, 
rap, and more to honor his life. Nominated 
for a record 16 Tony Awards. Winner of 11 of 
them. 

hennepintheatretrust.org 


Directly across the street from the Orpheum, 
there is a perfect dinner spot that pairs mar- 
velously with any of the dazzling Broadway 
shows in town. Executive chef Mark Rakun 
and his business partner wife Abby Rakun 
are telling a story with Mercy, just as inviting 
and even more delicious than the one you'll 
watch on the other side of Hennepin. 


PRODUCED BY: 
LINDA RAINES & CHRIS TARBOX 


Hamilton. 
Photo by Joan Marcus 


AMERICAN IDOL: LIVE! 2018 
Hennepin Theatre Trust 

at State Theatre 

Sept. 5, 2018 

The television phenomenon of the 21st cen- 
tury is back and you can see it live! Headed 
up by the Guest Season 8 Winner, Kris Allen. 
He will be joined by the seven finalists: Cade 
Foehner, Caleb Lee Hutchinson, Catie Turner, 
Gabby Barrett, Jurnee, Maddie Poppe, and 
Michael J. Woodard. 
hennepintheatretrust.org 


WAIT UNTIL DARK 

Theatre in the Round Players 

at Theatre in the Round 

Sept. 7-30, 2018 

Brace yourself for popular Minnesota play- 
wright Jeffrey Hatcher’s adaptation of Freder- 
ick Knott's thriller. Knott made his mark with 
Dial M for Murder (1952). Wait Until Dark was 
a big hit in 1966, leaving audiences breath- 
less over a blind woman trapped by a killer. 
www.theatreintheround.org 
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ONCE 

Theater Latté Da 

at The Ritz Theater 

Sept. 12-Oct. 21, 2018 

Area premiere about a unique relationship 
between an Irish musician and an immigrant 
from Eastern Europe. They connect musically 
and emotionally. Опсе score is profoundly 
beautiful with a delicacy that devastates. 
Based on the 2007 film, containing its Oscar- 
winning tune, Falling Slowly. 
www.latteda.org 


One of the best little theaters in Minneapolis 
is still right next door to one of my favorite 
little restaurants. The Sheridan Room consis- 
tently serves up a solid scratch-made menu 
of comfort food classics, perfect for a pre- 
show nibble in Northeast. Highlights include 
the juicy beer can chicken, super sumptuous 
mac and cheese and the burger. Even on 
non-show nights, you can’t go wrong with 
this character-filled neighborhood gem. 


Once. 
Photo by Allen Weeks 
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THE MIRACLE WORKER 

Yellow Tree Theatre 

at Yellow Tree Theatre 

Sept. 14-Oct. 14, 2018 

William Gibson's 1959 drama is a landmark of 
the American stage. The true story of deafblind 
Helen Keller. She surmounts gigantic obstacles, 
inner and outer, with help from her “tough 
love” teacher, Annie Sullivan. It was actu- 

ally Mark Twain who described Sullivan as “a 
miracle worker” 

yellowtreetheatre.com 


SOMETIMES THERE’S WINE 
Park Square Theatre 

at Andy Boss Thrust Stage, 

Park Square Theatre 

Sept. 14-Oct. 14, 2018 

Shanan Custer and Carolyn Pool tell comedic 
stories about the curveballs life throws, not the 
least of which can fly your way via text mes- 
saging. Wine is a catalyst for observations to 
flow, joyfully and nostalgically. Two fine local 
actresses with impressive track records. 
parksquaretheatre.org 


WEST OF CENTRAL 

Pillsbury House Theatre 

at Pillsbury House + Theatre 

Sept. 14-Oct. 14, 2018 

Christina Ham is the gifted playwright of Crash 
Test Dummies and Nina Simone: Four Women. 
In West of Central, in the aftershocks of the 
Watts riots in Los Angeles soon after the pas- 
sage of the Voting Rights Act, a female detective 
investigates a treacherous case. 
pillsburyhouseandtheatre.org 


AWAKE AND SING! 

Artistry at Bloomington Theatre 

and Art Center 

at Black Box Theatre 

Sept. 15-Oct. 7, 2018 

Clifford Odets was a major 20th century Ameri- 
can playwright who shaped social dramas 
reflecting the strains and struggle of common 
men and women. In Awake and Sing!, three 
generations in a small apartment wrestle with 
The Great Depression. First produced byThe 
GroupTheatre collective in 1935. 
artistrymn.org 


LAST STOP ON MARKET STREET 
Children's Theatre Company 

at Children's Theatre Company 

Sept. 15-Oct. 12, 2018 

Playwright Cheryl West is known for her con- 
cerns about children, so this co-commissioned 
play between CTC and Chicago Children's 
Theatre is a sure bet. A six-year-old boy rides 
the bus with his flamboyant grandmother, 
discovering a world not totally hooked on 
technology. 

www.childrenstheatre.org 
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Beautiful- The Carole 
King Musical. 
Photo by Matthew Murphy 
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1691 Park Plaza Boulevard, St ouis Райс 70 
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2018 РАЦ. 
PAIRINGS 


LITTLE WOMEN 

The Jungle Theater 

at The Jungle Theater 

Sept. 15-Oct. 21, 2018 

Kate Hamill’s stage adaptation of Louisa May 
Alcott's classic transports us back to the Civil 
War era. The March sisters reflect fundamen- 
tal young women's experiences of the time, 
from scarlet fever to work as a governess. 
Director Sarah Rasmussen's historical golden 
touch is ideal for this production. 
www.jungletheater.com 


RESTAURANT PAIRING: MUDDY 
WATERS BAR & EATERY 

While there are plenty of pre-show nosh 
options in walking distance ofThe Jungle 
Theater, you won't find a better steak, burger 
or flatbread nearby than the ones on offer 

at Muddy Waters. | routinely think about the 
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melt-in-your-mouth, amazing butcher’s steak, 
as well as the crispy, dense yucca fries. 


FRANKENSTEIN - PLAYING 
WITH FIRE 

Guthrie Theater 

at Wurtele Thrust Stage, Guthrie Theater 
Sept. 15-Oct. 27, 2018 

Inspired by a cautionary tale that still as- 
tounds to celebrate the 200th anniversary of 
one of modern fiction’s greatest works, Mary 
Shelley's Frankenstein. And oh the imagina- 
tion it has sparked since then! Playwright 
Barbara Field imagines its characters going to 
the Arctic Circle! 

www.guthrietheater.org 


RESTAURANT PAIRING: 

ZEN BOX IZAKAYA 

My favorite pre-Guthrie gathering spot, Zen 
Box is perfect for the adventurous and com- 


fort food crowd alike. Whether you're familiar 
with Japanese bar food or not, prepare for 

a real treat. Crispy fried chicken, handmade 
ramen and melt-in-your-mouth pork belly are 
among my personal favorites. And don’t miss 
the full range of clever cocktails and sake 
either. 


FOR COLORED GIRLS 

Penumbra Theatre Company 

at Penumbra Theatre 

Sept. 20-30, 2018 

Ntozake Shange's 1974 lamentation of black 
female anguish, called a "choreopoem/ was 
a theatrical groundbreaker for its lyrical stage 
movement and stream-of-consciousness 
storytelling. A bleak look at despair born 

of marginalization. A cornerstone of both 
African-American and feminist drama. 
penumbratheatre.org 
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Your local record store since 1968 
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great LOCAL apples 
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Mississippi Market 


Natural Foods Co-op 
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A Little Night Music. 
Photo by Allen Weeks 


IS GOD IS 

Mixed Blood Theatre 

at Mixed Blood Theatre 

Sept. 21-Oct. 14, 2018 

Two African-American twin sisters who grew 
up in foster homes were extremely scarred 
from a fire they believe was set by their 
father. When called upon by their mother, 
whom they actually thought had died in the 
same fire, they're tasked to enact vengeance. 
Mind-bending! 

mixedblood.com 


l've been waiting for a reason to include this 
little taste ofTulsa just off the Green Line in 
St. Paul in an arts pairing list. It's a veritable 
choose-your-own-adventure of thoughtful 
food and drink. Whether you're looking for a 
laidback happy hour with clever craft cocktails 


22 | LAVENDER | AUGUST 30-SEPTEMBER 12, 2018 


PTE 
= 


P » 
et.» 


or a single cup of high-end coffee to sip over 
a good book, you're in luck. Hodges Bend 
offers up an array of eating and drinking 
possibilities. And don't leave without trying 
the crab cake. One of the best l've had in the 
Twin Cities. 


THE AGITATORS 

Park Square Theatre 

at Proscenium Stage, Park Square Theatre 
Sept. 21-Oct. 28, 2018 

Susan B. Anthony —foremost figure of 
women's suffrage. Frederick Douglass, a 
former slave —the quintessential civll rights 
leader. Emily Gunyou Halaas and Mikell Sapp 
portray their tempestuous 45-year-friendship 
in Mat Smart's play. A regional premiere 
directed by Signe V. Harriday. 
parksquaretheatre.org 


DISNEY'S NEWSIES 


Chanhassen Dinner Theatres 


at Chanhassen Dinner Theatre 

Through Sept. 29, 2018 

Extra! Extra! Read all about it! Exploited boys 
called "newsies" hawked the newspapers on 
New York streets but dared to rebel against 
newspaper magnate Joseph Pulitzer. A great 
production. Script by master gay playwright, 
Harvey Fierstein. 

www.chanhassendt.com 


TWO DEGREES 

Guthrie Theater 

at Dowling Studio, Guthrie Theater 

Oct. 5-21, 2018 

A scientist comes to Washington, D.C., 
where she finds the place operates on terms 
of money vs. integrity in a play byTira 
Palmquist. The Guthrie's Level 9 Series often 
presents local talent. From Prime Produc- 
tions, dedicated to artistry by older women. 
www.guthrietheatre.org 


VOCALESSENCE ™ ANNIVERSARY LOW RY 
LIQUORS 


CONCERT SERIES 


50™ ANNIVERSARY CONCERT 
SUN, OCT 7, 2018 


MUSIC FOR A GRAND CATHEDRAL 
SUN, OcT 28, 2018 


WELCOME CHRISTMAS 
DEC 1, 7, 8 & 9, 2018 


VOCALESSENCE WITNESS: 
YET THEY PERSIST 
SUN, FEB 24, 2019 


CANDIDE 
MAR 21 — 24, 2019 


THE TIMES THEY ARE A-CHANGIN’ 
SAT, APR 27, 2019 


TICKETS AVAILABLE NOW 
VOCALESSENCE.ORG | 612-371-5656 


lisa stansfield 
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pantages theatre - minneapolis 
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MARY POPPINS 

Artistry at Bloomington Theatre and Art 
Center 

at The Schneider Theater 

Oct. 5-Nov. 4, 2018 

The 1964 Disney classic is lighter fare than 
the 2005 stage musical. Still the same basic 
story with Sherman Brothers music, but 
the crisis of a family’s potential breakdown 
is sharper. A splendid script by Julian Fel- 
lowes (Downton Abbey, Gosford Park). 
artistrymn.org 


IRVING BERLIN’S 

HOLIDAY INN 

Chanhassen Dinner Theatres 

at Chanhassen Dinner Theatre 

Oct. 5, 2018-Feb. 23, 2019 

Relish gorgeously nostalgic tunes by Irving 
Berlin such as Blue Skies, White Christ- 
mas and Cheek to Cheek. Originated at 
Connecticut's Goodspeed Opera House, 
four years ago. Two years later it hit 
Broadway. And two years later the joyous 
Holiday Inn plays Chanhassen! 
www.chanhassendt.com 


Perhaps the easiest pairing on the list for 
obvious reasons, Chanhassen Dinner The- 
atre takes dinner and a show to a whole 
new level. Literally. Every time | sit down to 
enjoy a meal at this classic Twin Cities the- 
ater venue, l'm immediately reminded how 
the food matches the magic happening on 
stage. Don't miss the Chicken Chanhassen. 


LA RONDINE 

Minnesota Opera 

at Ordway Center for the Performing 
Arts 

Oct. 6-14, 2018 

Sometimes it seems like we're separated 
from romance and true love because of 
income and our station in life. In Puccini's 
opera, an upper-class woman and a poet 
face that deeply frustrating issue. From 
the composer of Madame Butterfly and La 
Bohéme. 

mnopera.org 


A romantic opera sings out for an equally 
romantic meal and Meritage has been a 
couples night favorite years. In fact, my 
partner and | had one of our best date night 
meals here. Ever. It's as much a treat for 
the senses as the show you'll head down 
the street to indulge. If the chilled lobster 

is still on the menu, do yourself (and your 
relationship) a favor and order it. 
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Wait Until Dark. 
Photo by Bob Suh 


Education * Experience * Excellence 
..with a smile! 


Jaime Davis, MD, FAAD 


Mayo Trained, Board Certified, 
Award Winning Dermatologist 


Nadine Miller, M.P.A.S., PA-C 


Physician Assistant in Dermatology 


* Appointments 
within ONE week 


* All major 
insurance accepted 


* Fully credentialed & 


ас licensed providers 


Dermatology Nurse Practitioner 


Uptown Row, Suite 208 • 1221 W. Lake Street * Minneapolis, MN 55408 
612-455-3200 е www.UptownDermatology.com 


JERRY A. BURG 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 


Over 20 Years Experience in: 
Family Law | Criminal Defense 
Employment Law 
3009 Holmes Ave. S. * Minneapolis 
(612) 822-0865 
www.jerryaburg.com 


THE CLASSIC AMERICAN BARBERSHOP 


2 ROOSTERS 


MEN'S GROOMING CENTER 


RESTORE. REVIVE. REFUEL. 


THE EXPERIENCE 
BRINGS YOU BACK ® 


~ re 
Service Provided 
- Precision Haircuts 
- Color Treatments 
- Gift Cards Available 


AVEDA 


The West End Minnetonka Crossing Woodbury City Center 
1683 West End Blvd. 6001 Shady Oak Rd. STE 160 1960 Donegal Dr. 
Minneapolis, MN 55416 Minnetonka, MN 55343 Woodbury, MN 55125 
(763) 546-1140 (952) 935-0505 (651) 348-6676 


Online booking click: roostersmgc.com/locations 
83 facebook.com/RoostersMensGroomingCenter 


VISIT GERNE m 
to the best of it all. 


Studio-4 Bedrooms available now! 


2929 University Avenue SE 
Minneapolis, MN 55414 


linkliving.com | (952) 333-4876 
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I COME FROM ARIZONA 
Children's Theatre Company 

at Children's Theatre Company 

Oct. 9-Nov. 25, 2018 

A 14-year-old girl learns secrets about her 
own immediate family history through a class 
on global perspectives. The setting is Chicago 
but her past links back to Mexico. / Come 
From Arizona muses on the idea that we 
inherit strength particular to our own lineage. 
www.childrenstheatre.org 


With all the amazing food along Eat Street, 
you might find it peculiar that | picked this 
quirky little Tex Mex hole-in-the-wall for 

a pre-show nibble. Fear not, l'm about to 
change your life. Seriously. In addition to 

the obvious comfort classics like tacos and 
enchiladas, Little T's has one of the best burg- 
ers in town. I’m not joking. | consider it the 
best kept burger secrets of the Twin Cities. 
There's something magical about their flame- 
rollicking charbroiler. 
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A Bronx Tale. 
Photo by Joan Marcus 


GRAND OPENING 

Theatre in the Round Players 

at Theatre in the Round 

Oct. 12-Nov. 4, 2018 

Said to be the closest thing to autobiography 
from beloved Minnesota author Jon Hassler. 
In 1945, a 12-year-old boy leaves Minneapolis 
with his parents to start a business outstate. 
Here the family discovers that small towns 
have their vibrancy, but also their shadow. 
www.theatreintheround.org 


TROYE SIVAN - 

THE BLOOM TOUR 

Hennepin Theatre Trust 

at State Theatre 

Oct. 17, 2018 

Aussie Troye Sivan, a truly remarkable young 
talent, has a fervent following for GLBT- 
themed videos that emanate visual beauty 
and for unabashedly romantic tunes like My, 
My, My! and Animal. You'll hear work from 
his new album, Bloom, dedicated to boy- 
friend, Jacob Bixenman. 
hennepintheatretrust.org 


BEAUTIFUL - 

THE CAROL KING MUSICAL 
Hennepin Theatre Trust 

at Orpheum Theatre 

Oct. 22-27, 2018 

Brooklyn teenager Carol Klein transformed 
into the superstar we know as Carol King. Her 
Tapestry album with the tunes / Feel the Earth 
Move and It’s Too Late, is quintessential '70s. 
And Beautiful is one of the best formulaic 
jukebox musicals ever conceived. 
hennepintheatretrust.org 


KATHY GRIFFIN - LAUGH 
YOUR HEAD OFF WORLD TOUR 
Hennepin Theatre Trust 

at State Theatre 

Oct. 25, 2018 

Recently infamous for appearing in a certain 
photo shoot with a certain fake head, Kathy 
Griffin has earned political praise and ire as 
a result. But fortunately we have free speech 
and expression in the U.S.A. and controversy 
can translate into sold out performances! 
hennepintheatretrust.org 
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NOISES OFF 

Guthrie Theater 

at McGuire Proscenium Stage, Guthrie 
Theater 

Oct. 27-Dec. 16, 2018 

The 1982 slapstick “play within a play” about 
a staging of a sex farce is among the most 
challenging plays ever. The actors must 
impeccably act out cascades of mistakes and 
screw-ups made by the actors in that sex 
farce. An Ultimate Paradox! 
www.guthrietheater.org 


ALL IS CALM: THE 
CHRISTMAS TRUCE OF 1914 
Theater Latté Da 

at The Ritz Theater 

Nov. 1-4, 2018 

The World War | Christmas Truce of 1914 was 
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an event where soldiers on both sides laid 
down their arms in order to celebrate the 
birth of the Prince of Peace. Theater Latté 
Da's creation has become a beloved holiday 
tradition. 

www.latteda.org 


RANDY RAINBOW 

Hennepin Theatre Trust 

at Pantages Theatre 

Nov. 3, 2018 

He has written for Kathy Griffin and has vili- 
fied a certain head of state. Now you can see 
him live! Exalting in irreverence with paro- 
dies of classic musical theater numbers and 
mockery of politicians, Rainbow prompted 
sex columnist Dan Savage to call him "the 
best thing about the GOP race.’ 
hennepintheatretrust.org 


THE CLEAN HOUSE 

Theatre Unbound 

at Gremlin Theatre, St. Paul 

Nov. 3-18, 2018 

Sarah Ruhl rules. A sparkling work by one of 
America's great playwrights. Packed with her 
always humorous characters, led by a cleaner 
who doesn't like cleaning! Maybe you know 
her other comedic gems: Dead Man's Cell 
Phone and In the Next Room, orThe Vibrator 
Play. 

www.theatreunbound.com 


HOT FUNKY BUTT JAZZ! 
Guthrie Theater 

at Dowling Studio, Guthrie Theater 
Nov. 3-18, 2018 

The region's premiere theater featuring 
artistry of persons with disabilities has a 
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The Book of Mormon. 
Photo by Julieta Cervantes 
2017 


notable record of creating wonderful 
collaborations. Accomplished composer- 
lyricist Aaron Gabriel merges his talents 
with New Orleans’ musicians Zena Mo- 
ses, Jeremy Phipps and Eugene Harding. 
www.guthrietheater.org 


THE BOOK OF MORMON 
Hennepin Theatre Trust 

at Orpheum Theatre 

Nov 6 - 18, 2018 

A big musical that mirrors the outlook of 
South Park? No wonder! It was created by 
Trey Parker and Matt Stone and partner, 
Robert Lopez—a core co-creator of the ir- 
reverent Avenue О. A tunefully snarky jab 
at the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day 
Saints. 

hennepintheatretrust.org 
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THE GREAT GATSBY 

COLLIDE Theatrical Dance Company 

at The Ritz Theater 

Nov. 8-18, 2018 

The Roaring ‘20s and its craven conspicu- 
ous consumption is immortalized in F 
Scott Fitzgerald's classic novel. Against this 
backdrop emerges illicit romance between 
a mysterious man of wealth and a married 
woman. Gatsby's flapper dynamics are ideal 
for a dance treatment. 
www.collidetheatrical.org 


MIRACLE ON 

CHRISTMAS LAKE 

Yellow Tree Theatre 

at Yellow Tree Theatre 

Nov. 9-Dec. 30, 2018 

Did you know that there’s a top-notch place 
for great play productions in an Osseo strip 
mall? If you want to be guaranteed a humor- 


ously uplifting Christmas show in the western 
suburbs, check it out. Better yet, their comedy 


track record is excellent. 
yellowtreetheatre.com 


SILENT NIGHT 

Minnesota Opera 

at Ordway Center for the Performing Arts 
Nov. 10-18, 2018 

You can actually go to the very space per- 


formed by the original producing company to 


see the Pulitzer Prize-winning opera. It takes 
us back to the Christmas Truce of 1914 when 
World War | briefly ceased fire to celebrate 
peace on earth, good will toward men. 
mnopera.org 


A CHRISTMAS CAROL 

Guthrie Theater 

at Wurtele Thrust Stage, Guthrie Theater 
Nov. 13-Dec. 29, 2018 

For over forty years, the Guthrie has beamed 
forth Charles Dickens's jolting message of 
the spiritual wages of greed vs. the meager 
wages of exploited workers. When miserly 
Scrooge goes too far, phantoms come forth 
to expose his roaring lack of fairness and 
generosity. 

www.guthrietheater.org 


GO BACK FOR MURDER 

Theatre in the Round Players 

at Theatre in the Round 

Nov. 16-Dec. 16, 2018 

A woman wonders if her mother was 
wrongly convicted of murdering her father. 
15 years later, the mother has died in prison 


but the daughter seeks to still clear her name. 


Agatha Christie is the best-selling mystery 
writer ever, and her well crafted plays are 
phenomenally popular. 
www.theatreintheround.org 
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PRESCIENT HARBINGERS 

Mixed Blood Theatre 

at Mixed Blood Theatre 

Nov. 17-Dec. 2, 2018 

Three plays look at life from various African 
American male perspectives: Gloria, Hooded: 
or Being Black for Dummies, and Hype Man. 
Within these selections you'll hear commen- 
tary on the Second Amendment. Mixed Blood 
is a longstanding producer of plays dealing 
with racial prejudice. 

mixedblood.com 


MARIE AND ROSETTA 

Park Square Theatre 

at Proscenium Stage, Park Square Theatre 
Nov. 23-Dec. 30, 2018 

Sister Rosetta Tharpe (1915-1973), known as 
“The Godmother of Rock and Roll" was a 
marvelous guitar player who ranks as a major 
figure in the rich African-American tradition 
of gospel music. She mentored and collabo- 
rated with gospel singer Marie Knight. 
parksquaretheatre.org 


The Government Inspector. 
Image courtesy ofTheatre in 
the Round 


BLACK NATIVITY 

Penumbra Theatre Company 

at Penumbra Theatre 

Nov. 29-Dec. 9, 2018 

A major theater focused on African-American 
perspectives, the Penumbra Theatre, has 
tenaciously held to the Christmas tradition 
with what continues to be one of the entire 
region's great holiday traditions. And that's 
across the racial spectrum. Music direction by 
Sanford Moore. 

penumbratheatre.org 


Not too far from Penumbra, Revival is one 

of my all-time favorite St. Paul dinner spots. 
Offering up some of the best ribs, brisket and 
southern fried chicken in the state, you'd be 
hard-pressed to find a better pre-show meal. 
Do yourself a favor and go crazy with sides, 
especially grits, mac and cheese, and slaw. 
And hope you get there before the ribs sell 
out. 


Pulitzer Prize-winning 


SILENT NIGHT 
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Composed by Kevin Puts. Libretto by Mark Campbell. 


Based on the screenplay Joyeux Noé/ by Christian Carion 


Puccini's 


for the motion picture produced by Nord-Ouest Production. | 
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2018 FALL 


PAIRINGS 


THE WICKHAMS: 
CHRISTMAS AT PEMBERLEY 
The Jungle Theater 

at The Jungle Theater 

Dec. 1-30, 2018 

Make a second holiday trip to the world of 
Jane Austen to play on the Jungle stage 
for the second consecutive year. This year 
it's The Wickhams: Christmas at Pemberly, 
the companion piece to last year’s Aus- 
tenian Miss Bennet. Inspired by the novel, 
Pride and Prejudice. 
www.jungletheater.com 


ELF THE MUSICAL 

Ordway 

at Ordway Center for the Performing Arts 
Dec. 5-30, 2018 

The musical adapted from the Will Ferrell 
movie seems to stealthily be making its way 
to “tradition” status. When an orphan crawls 
into Santa's bag of gifts he is whisked away. 
But when he reaches the North Pole the boy’s 
enormous size presents some problems. 
ordway.org 


RESTAURANT PAIRING: 
HANDSOME HOG 

While E/fhelps you remember the true meaning 
of Christmas, Handsome Hog will help you 
remember the true meaning of pork. This temple 
of contemporary southern cookery in St. Paul 
pays delicious, unctuous homage to the pig and 
all its permutations. And so much more. The 
pimento cheese dip will literally change your life. 
As will whole roasted hog jowl. Hog jowl, really? 
Yes, really. Think the best pork belly you've ever 
put in your mouth. But better. 


LES MISERABLES 

Hennepin Theatre Trust 

at Orpheum Theatre 

Dec. 18-30, 2018 

Plunge into social turmoil in 19th century France. 
Victor Нидо classic novel was transformed 
into one of the major musicals of the last part 
of the last century and almost two decades into 
the present one. Hear awesome tunes like / 
Dreamed a Dream and Bring Him Home. 
hennepintheatretrust.org 


THESE SHINING LIVES 

Theatre in the Round Players 

at Theatre in the Round 

Jan. 11-Feb. 3, 2019 

GLBT community playwright Melanie 
Marnich tells a wrenching true story of “The 
Radium Girls” who worked in an Illinois 
factory in the 1920s. They painted clock dials 
to glow in the dark with paint tainted with 
toxic radium. A memorable play written by a 
Minnesotan. 

www.theatreintheround.org 
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THE GREAT LEAP 

Guthrie Theater 

at McGuire Proscenium Stage, Guthrie 
Theater 

Jan. 12-Feb. 10, 2019 

Playwright Lauren Yee takes us to the bas- 
ketball court where teams from Beijing and 
California square off. Two men with dark 
secrets contrast a teenager with his whole life 
ahead of him. Shadows are cast from China's 
grim Cultural Revolution. 
www.guthrietheater.org 


THE CHILDREN 

The Jungle Theater 

at The Jungle Theater 

Jan. 12-Feb. 10, 2019 

Winner of the U.K. Writers Guild Best Play 
Award.Three nuclear physicists sit in a 
coastal cottage while outside the effects of 

a nuclear power plant disaster are wreaking 
havoc. Inspired by the 2011 Fukushima crisis. 
www.jungletheater.com 


A LITTLE NIGHT MUSIC 

Theater Latté Da 

at The Ritz Theater 

Jan. 23-March 3, 2019 

Stephen Sondheim's take on Ingmar Berg- 
man's uncharacteristically comedic film, 
Smiles of a Summer's Night, won three Tony 
Awards including Best Musical. Surely the 
excellent Theater Latté Da will send in great 
vocals with gems like Send in the Clowns and 
The Glamorous Life. 

www.latteda.org 


THE ITALIAN STRAW HAT 
Minnesota Opera 

at Ordway Center for the Performing Arts 
Jan. 26-Feb. 3, 2019 

A horse eats a hat, hurling wedding plans 
into chaos! Music by cinema's penultimate 
composer, Nino Rota: Coppola's The Godfa- 
ther, Zefferelli's Romeo and Juliet, Visconti's 
The Leopard and Fellini's La Dolce Vita, Juliet 
of the Spirits, and Amarcord! Ammazza! 
mnopera.org 


SHE LOVES ME 

Artistry at Bloomington Theatre and Art 
Center 

at The Schneider Theater 

Jan. 26-Feb. 17, 2019 

Before Joe Masteroff wrote the script for 
Cabaret and Jerry Bock and Sheldon Harnick 
gave us Fiddler on the Roof, they co-creat- 
ed She Loves Me. Workplace rivalries play 
out on the surface. But beneath that rumbles 
romantic yearnings. 

artistrymn.org 


ANTIGONE 

Park Square Theatre 

at Andy Boss Thrust Stage, Park Square 
Theatre 

Feb. 1-March 3, 2019 

One of the landmark works of the Golden 
Age of Greek drama. The story of a young 
woman who risks all for her brother's burial 
looms as the emblem of heroic moral cour- 
age. When the king clamps down, her doom 
seems inevitable. 

parksquaretheatre.org 


FLOWERS FOR THE ROOM 
Yellow Tree Theatre 

at Yellow Tree Theatre 

Feb. 1-March 3, 2019 

Jessica Lind Peterson is one of the best 
musical actresses around. Her Next to 
Normal performance was sublime. Also 

a playwright, her script for Flowers in the 
Room relates how a serious injury impacts a 
marriage. Yellow Tree is building a reputation 
for strong musical theater. 
yellowtreetheatre.com 


ROCK OF AGES 

Hennepin Theatre Trust 

at Orpheum Theatre 

Feb. 8-10, 2019 

A thrilling jukebox musical sparked by 
glam metal lightning. The Big '80s erupts in 
the 10th Anniversary tour with music from 
bands like Styx, Poison, Twisted Sister, and 
Whitesnake. And the sounds of Bon Jovi and 
Pat Benatar. It was fun on film but on stage 
it's visceral. 

hennepintheatretrust.org 


AS YOU LIKE IT 

Guthrie Theater 

at Wurtele Thrust Stage, Guthrie Theater 
Feb. 9-March 17, 2019 

In William Shakespeare's crossgender 
comedy classic, young and brilliant Rosalind 
disguises herself as a boy after being exiled 
from the Kingdom. In the forest of Arden she 
meets true blue Orlando, Shakespeare's ideal 
of young manhood. You'll hear the legendary 
"Seven Ages of Man" passage. 
www.guthrietheater.org 


BENEVOLENCE 

Penumbra Theatre Company 

at Penumbra Theatre 

Feb. 14-24, 2019 

The 1955 lynching of 14-year-old person of 
color EmmettTill was triggered by white 
woman Carolyn Bryant's fabricated tale of 
sexual and verbal assault. Sparking interna- 
tional outrage, it galvanized the civil rights 
movement. The second play in Ifa Bayeza's 
trilogy about his murder's impact. 
penumbratheatre.org 
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$ HEATING O 


& AIR CONDITIONING 


Tri ple Savi ngs! > Family-Owned Since 1930 


? Smart Club!" 


Save up to 2700 шан ыны 


THE GOVERNMENT 


INSPECTOR in September al YORK 
Theatre in the Round Players INSTALL CONFIDENCE 
t Theatre in the R d в = = T 
Feb. 15-March 10, 2019 When installing a new 5255 

Minnesota's widely produced playwright, furnace and air conditioner | 


Jeffrey Hatcher, is rooted in classic 
drama. His adaptation of Nikolai Gogol's 
1836 satire, one of world theater's great 
comedy of errors and mistaken identities, 
exposes a town's web of corruption. It 


reminds us that politics are local too, not $0 DOWN 
just national. 
www.theatreintheround.org О, 
0% INTEREST 


A BRONX TALE - 
THE NEW MUSICAL FOR 25 MONTHS (OAC) 
Hennepin Theatre Trust 
at Orpheum Theatre - 
Feb. 19-24, 2019 Contact Us Today! | 612-503-8090 | standardheating.com 
Film legend Robert De Niro and Broadway Not valid with any other offer. Installation must be completed by 9/25/18 

legend Jerry Zaks co-directed the musical 
version of the beloved movie. A coming- 
of-age story where the grisly world of 
organized crime competes with the world 


of diligence and honest work. SEWARD CO-OP 


hennepintheatretrust.org 


THE LINCOLN CENTER C R Е А М Е RY C A F Е 


THEATER PRODUCTION 
OF FALSETTOS PR 
Ordway ді Р 

at Ordway Center for the Performing 
Arts 

Feb. 19-24, 2019 

Being Jewish and gay are vibrantly 
portrayed in this contemporary classic. 
Marvin left his wife and now has a male 
lover, a shrink, and a 10-year-old son wor- 
ried he'll turn out gay. Thank God for the 
lesbian neighbors! 

ordway.org 


IPHIGENIA AND 
OTHER DAUGHTERS 
Theatre Unbound 

at Gremlin Theatre, St. Paul 
Feb. 23-March 10, 2019 ; 
The celebrated feminist theater group S6 Rotating 
transports us to ancient times with Snacks 
archetypal figures, such as the children of 
Agamemnon and Clytemnestra. Beware 
the cycles of family violence! Resonating 
with our current day, playwright Ellen 
McLaughlin re-imagines the vengeful 
legacy of the bloody House of Atreus. 
www.theatreunbound.com E 


2601 E. Franklin Ave., MPLS | www.coopcreamery.coop 
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HUMP! 
In All Shapes, Sizes. 


and Sexualities 


BY KASSIDY TARALA 


Dan Savage’s 13th Annual HUMP! Film 
Festival comes to Minneapolis Sept. 13-15. 


Everybody’s sexy. That’s what Dan Sav- 
age’s HUMP! Film Festival truly believes and 
represents with its 13th annual amateur porn 
festival. Featuring dirty movies no longer than 
five minutes each, HUMP! displays a wide vari- 
ety of sizes, shapes, sexualities, genders, races, 
kinks, and more. 

“You name it, you'll see it at HUMP!,” says 
Caroline Dodge, HUMP! marketing and pro- 
motions director. 

Dodge says HUMP!’s main mission is to 
change the way America sees, makes, and 
shares porn by giving everyone the opportu- 
nity to be a porn star regardless of the way they 
look, who they are, or what they’re into. 

“Our motto is that everyone is sexy! We 
wondered what would happen if we created 
a safe, fun, sex-positive place for people to 
express themselves on film. The results are 
in: we’ve gone from a few shows in Seattle to 
over 30 cities in the United States and Canada! 
People want to laugh, squirm, be challenged, 
and most importantly, be turned on, by all dif- 
ferent kinds of sex! Not just mainstream porn,” 
she says. 

Any and all submissions are welcome, 
Dodge says. The only requirements are “no 
poop, animals, children, or MAGA hats.” 

“We have seen pretty much everything! 
We are always hoping for more representation 
from people of color, women, and LGBTQ com- 
munities,” Dodge says. 


The HUMP! Film Festival celebrates sexuality 
in all shapes, sizes, colors and orientations. 
Photo courtesy of Caroline Dodge 
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Osmo Vänskä /// Music Director 


THE SEASON BEGINS 


Season Opening: 

Osmo Vanska and Emanuel Ax 
Sep 21-22 

a < Osmo Vanska, conductor-/ Emanuel Ax, piano 


_„ Vänskä Conducts The Planets 
Sep 27-Sep 29 


Osmo Vanska, conductor / Michael Collins, clarinet 
Women of the Minnesota Chorale 


Celebrating Northrop's Restored 
Pipe Organ 
Oct 12-13 | Northrop Memorial Auditorium 


Osmo Vänskä, conductor / Paul Jacobs, organ 


MOVIES & MUSIC / (далан critt tesis "О 


ІмМын a ШЕК 


| PRISONER 


| IN CONCI du 7 
ІМ СОМСЕКТ 
Harry Potter and the Prisoner Jurassic Park Star Wars: A New Hope 
of Azkaban™ in Concert In Concert Complete Film with Live Orchestra 
Complete Film with Live Orchestra Complete Film with Live Orchestra Jan 3-6 
Oct 26-28 Nov 24-25 


БЕД MARTINPATRICKZ 
RDING WORLD" 


FILM LTD. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED © Di 


nderson Photo 
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Video submissions running up to five minutes are eligible for the HUMP! Film Festival. Photo by Nicolle Clemetson 


A problem in mainstream porn is the vast underrepresentation of di- 
versity, especially in sexuality. Dodge says the majority of mainstream 
porn tends to be "straight, straight, straight," so it's important to have a 
festival like HUMP! to represent the wide variety of sexualities. 

"Some of our audience are seeing LGBTQ sex for the first time! Les- 
bians watch gay men have sex. Gay men watch straight women have sex. 
Straight men watch gay men have sex. And everything in between! It's 
very educational, and it normalizes taboos that mainstream culture has 
been selling us forever," she says. 

One of the highlights of the HUMP! festival is that each film is re- 
quired to be five minutes or less, which means that if an audience mem- 
ber doesn't like one of the films, it won't be too long until the next one. 

"If you don't like something, hang tight—the next one will be for you! 
Films are five minutes max, and the show is 90 minutes," Dodge says. 
^We squeeze as much variety as we possibly can into one show! Expect 
to turn off your cell phone and lose yourself in a world of every kind of 
sexuality—art films, animations, comedies, iPhone home movies—it's 
all there for you to enjoy!" 

Because HUMP! offers a variety of films featuring an extremely di- 
verse group of people, Dodge says it really offers something for every- 
one who is interested in celebrating sexual expression and diversity. 

"This festival is for anyone who wants to celebrate creative sexual 
expression. You will laugh, you will gasp, you may even cover your eyes 
a few times! But I can safely say you will never see anything quite like 
HUMP! It is a total blast," Dodge says. 

If you're interested in learning more about Dan Savage's 13th Annual 
HUMP! Film Festival, visit their website at humpfilmfest.com for more 
information, tickets to the festival, or to submit your own short film. B 


Dan Savage's 13th annual HUMP! Film Festival will reach the Twin Cities Sept. 13-15. 
Photo by Nicolle Clemetson 
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a Minnesota State Arts Board Operating Support grant, thanks to 
ge a legislative appropriation from the arts and cultural heritage fund. 


Golden 
Golden 


Golden Valley will host its 15th annual Arts and Music Festival on Sept. 15. Photo by 
Luke Weisberg 


The annual festival features food trucks, music, and a number of family-friendly 
activities. Photo by Luke Weisberg 


Valley's 


Birthday 


BY KASSIDY TARALA 


On Sept. 15, Golden Valley 
will be celebrating 
its 15th Annual Arts and 
Music Festival. 


If you’re a fan of art, music, food trucks, parades, or just a good time, 
Golden Valley will be the place for you on Sept. 15. With activities for all 
ages, the Golden Valley Arts and Musical Festival is the perfect spot to 
take the family for some fun and games. 

“For kids and adults, we have a parade that kicks off at 9 a.m. with 
people lining the parade route as early as 8 a.m.! There’s also a kids’ 
area, including a bouncy house, kids’ games and crafting, antique kids 
‘vehicles’, and kid-oriented music,” says Dean Penk, Golden Valley Com- 
munity Foundation Board chair. 

Penk says there will also be food trucks, crafts, an “under the water 
tower” game area, live music, a caricature artist, and a 3D chalk art exhi- 
bition, which is great for people of all ages. Specifically for adults, there 
is a wide variety of food, wine, and beer, a raffle for a day and night on 
the town including a chauffeured limo, as well as other music, crafts, 
and art for sale. 

“This year, the Golden Valley Arts & Music Festival will include art 
vendors with art for sale, music all day long, a community parade, com- 
munity organization fair, a chalk art demonstration/participation experi- 
ence, food trucks and beer/wine for sale, and kids’ games/family art ac- 
tivities. We'll also be hosting a special ‘Mayors vs. Kids’ chess challenge 
with Golden Valley and Hopkins,” says GVCF member Luke Weisberg. 

Weisberg says any earnings and donations that exceed the costs for 
the festival support the GVCF’s charitable work in Golden Valley. 

“We also host community organizations for most of the day who share 
information about their work with community members throughout the 
festival. Finally, some of the festival's activities are run/planned by indi- 
vidual nonprofit organizations that serve Golden Valley," Weisberg says. 

Penk says the Golden Valley Arts and Music Festival is a great op- 
portunity for people in the community to learn more about the service 
that GVCF does, which helps bring the community together. 


38 | LAVENDER | AUGUST 30-SEPTEMBER 12, 2018 


Classic Southern Comfort Food 
Happy Hour Daily 3-6PM 
dixiesongrand.com 


The d 


-. SOUTHERN Sues 


UNIQUE 
OPTIONS, 
1 LOCATION 


G 
RAND AVE 
T 
Traditional Japanese Comfort Food 695 GRAND AVE. <ТА” 
For Over 35 Years • sajiya.com St. Paul MN 55105 = 


ARTS & CULTURE BY KASSIDY TARALA 


“Currently, the focus has been on providing visibility to community 
groups via our Community Group Circle under the water tower. Here, at- 
tendees can walk the circle to see what service groups from the commu- 
nity, county, and state serve our area. The event is planned with bringing 
people of all sorts to gather in one place in Golden Valley, to be engaged, 
entertained, informed, and enlightened as to what services, arts, mu- 
sic and activities exist,” Penk says. “This festival program is really the 
foundation for support for our Golden Valley Arts program. We rely on 
donations to support the event and all the activities the foundation sup- 
ports, so the more money we raise, the more the event can expand and 
the foundation programs can support.” 

They are always looking for people to get involved, donate, or 
volunteer at the Golden Valley Arts and Music Festival, Weisberg 
says. Volunteers who help with planning the festival are essential 
in making sure the event runs smoothly and offers something for 
everyone. 

“We are a community-focused event, offering a little something for 
everyone. We are focused on sharing good music, art, food, drink, and 
community activities that create an opportunity for Golden Valley res- 
idents and others to ‘Visit in the Valley’ with friends and neighbors,” 
Weisberg says. 

Penk says the all-volunteer festival has between 3,500 and 4,000 
people visit the festival, including well-behaved dogs each year. 

“We hope that everyone from Golden Valley comes out to have a 
summer casual outing day and are very happy that others outside our 
geographic city come to take part in all we do, hopefully seeing Golden 


The all-volunteer festival boasts between 3,500 and 4,000 visitors each year. Photo by 
Luke Weisberg 
Valley as an open, welcoming community that is great to shop in, visit, 
or live in,” Penk says. 

For more information about the Golden Valley Arts and Music 
Festival, visit their website at gvcfoundation.org/gv-arts-and-music- 
festival. ш 
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As a lifelong lover of cinema, I remain stead- 
fast in my belief that a motion picture deserves 
to be seen—at least at first—in the comforting 
confines of a movie theater. You can watch a 
flick on your TV, laptop, or iPad all you want, 
but give me a dark theater, a massive screen, 
and surround-sound any day. Going to a movie 
should be a special affair, and clearly, the famed 
Alamo Drafthouse agrees with me. 

Twenty years after opening its first movie 
house in its current headquarters city of Aus- 
tin, Texas, the famed Alamo Drafthouse Cin- 
ema franchise has finally opened the doors of 
a new location for the Twin Cities, located in 
the Woodbury Lakes Shopping Center in Woodbury. And according to 
Alamo Woodbury creative manager Tim Holly, the choice of location was 
a no-brainer. 

“Whenever they go into a new market, they'll pick a suburb first and 
make it a destination,” says Holly. “Because Woodbury’s such a rapidly- 
growing community, they decided this was kind of a prime opportuni- 
ty... and it's also kind of a destination from the east side of St. Paul and 
also Hudson." 

While there are a number of big-name theater chains out there, the 
Alamo Drafthouse franchise has made a name for itself as a brash, ir- 
reverent destination for all shades of film lovers, showcasing everything 
from first run mainstream films and arthouse indie flicks, to a range of 


The Alamo Drafthouse offers a wide variety of 
programming, from first-run mainstream films to 
arthouse indie fare. 


repertory programming such as 1930s classics, 
obscure grindhouse gems, and children’s pro- 
gramming. 

On top of that, the Alamo is home to a full 
restaurant experience that delivers drinks and 
made-from-scratch meals directly to moviego- 
ers’ seats in the theater. Feeling like noshing on 
a sumptuous grilled cheese and a strawberry 
cheesecake milkshake while sitting in a comfy 
leather recliner and watching the latest superhe- 
ro yarn or romantic comedy? Alamo’s got you. 

But the best and most infamous part about 
the Alamo Drafthouse experience is its refresh- 
ingly no-B.S. approach to talking and texting in 
the movie theater. The franchise made a name for itself with its movie 
theater etiquette policies, strictly enforcing them by giving noisy patrons 
the boot after a verbal warning. 

“I think other theaters have that policy, but I don't think they enforce 
it,” says Holly. “We do enforce that policy regularly. It’s a little bit easier 
for us to enforce it because of the serving in the theaters: we have drink 
service running throughout the movie, so we have servers popping in 
and out, keeping an eye on things.” 

In fact, prior to my screening of the Fred Rogers documentary Won't 
You Be My Neighbor? (during which I totally did not tear up, nope, no 
sir, not once), Alamo played a hilarious promo video hammering its “no 
talking, no texting" policy straight home. And even that was just a small 
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Every square inch of the Alamo Drafthouse is a testament to the franchise's 
dedication to celebrating film. 


part of Alamo’s excellent overall presentation. From the cabaret-style 
reserved seating and the infotaining pre-show programming, to the 
hallways lined with vintage movie posters and even the delightful 
touch of the wallpaper having a 35mm film design, the Woodbury 
Alamo is definitely something special. 

The Alamo Drafthouse also hosts “Alamo For All” sensory-friend- 
ly screenings every Tuesday for shows prior to 2:05 p.m., open to 
all ages, including infants; the sound is turned down a touch, and 
patrons are allowed to talk and move about the theater. 

And most importantly, the Alamo Drafthouse is a venue for movie 
fans, by movie fans. 

“(The programming) completely varies by market. At this point, 
we're going to do a wide range, and we're going to mix it up as much 
as possible and see what people are coming out to see," says Holly. 
“My goal as creative manager is doing a nice, wide spread of all stuff: 
obscure genre stuff, to classics like Back To The Future and E.T. and 
Lawrence of Arabia. So we're going to be seeing what this market 
wants." 

Seeing as how popular Alamo Drafthouse is across the country, 
it's not too big of a leap to assume that the Twin Cities market will 
want everything that the Woodbury location can throw at them. For 
yours truly, it's an experience worth having over and over again: ex- 
cellent service, delicious food, a great atmosphere, and, of course, 
getting to watch movies the way they're meant to be watched. 

“We treat all the screenings the same: making them the best view- 
ing experience possible," said Holly. m 


ALAMO DRAFTHOUSE CINEMA 
9060 Hudson Rd. 

Woodbury, MN 
drafthouse.com/theater/woodbury 
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410 Oak Grove 
The Woman^ Club Restaurant 


--- 


Enjoy elegant American cuisine 
prepared by Chef Michael Abelson 


Lunch Tuesday through Saturday; 
Dinner Wednesday through Friday 
Reserve Your Table Today 
frontdesk@womansclub.org 


612-813-5300 


-— 


410 OAK GROVE STREET - MINNEAPOLIS 
www.womansclub.org 


Follow Us On Social for Everything 410 Oak Grove! 


. All Ages 
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OUR LIVES 


LEATHER LIFE | BY STEVE LENIUS 


Leather And Mentoring 


Notes on a Community Conversation 

Mentoring in the leather community was 
the subject of a panel discussion and com- 
munity conversation on Sunday, Aug. 12. The 
event took place at eagleBOLTbar, and was 
preceded by brunch. 

On the panel were two community mem- 
bers who have extensive experience in men- 
toring. Rod McCoy, a.k.a. Rod Onyx, holds the 
American Leatherman 2017 and Leatherman 
of Color 2011 titles. He is the co-founder of 
the Mid-Atlantic Chapter of ONYX, where he 
served first as President and later as Pledge 
Master. Sir Randy Ingram-Lile is the current 
Mr. Minneapolis Eagle, current president 
of the Atons of Minneapolis, and a founding 
board member of North Star Kennel Club. 

Moderating the conversation was Ivan 
Nunez, International LeatherSIR 2016. The 
event was organized by BLUF Minneapolis, 
a fraternal organization of men with an in- 
terest in leather uniforms. (BLUF stands for 
“Breeches, Leather, Uniform Fanclub.”) Sev- 
eral days after the event, I spoke with Nunez 
and Ingram-Lile about the discussion. 

A mentoring relationship is one in which someone with more experi- 
ence or knowledge (the mentor) guides or trains someone with less expe- 
rience or knowledge (the mentee). Mentoring has been an important part 
of leather, on several levels, almost since the beginning of leather culture. 
For many years, mentoring was a way to pass important knowledge of how 
to do leather and kink activities—and, crucially, how to do them safely— 
from one generation to another. 

Equally important was mentoring’s social aspect. Mentors showed 
mentees how the leather community functioned, helped them find their 
place in that community, and supported them as they integrated their 
leather experiences into the rest of their lives. Mentoring was instrumen- 
tal in developing personal character and passing community values from 
one generation to another. 

When I talked to Ingram-Lile, he described what he experienced when 
he was younger and being mentored: “Back then it was much more per- 
sonal. There were no classes, there was no real organization where you 
could go and find out about things. There was certainly no internet to look 
up a subject. It was more who you knew, and who they knew.” 

If someone wanted to learn about a topic that was not in their men- 
tor’s area of expertise, that mentor probably had a friend with the proper 
knowledge. Through these community connections, mentees often ben- 
efited from the knowledge and experience of several mentors. According 
to Ingram-Lile, “That was simply the way we did things then.” 

This style of mentoring was dealt a severe blow in the 1980s and 1990s 
when the AIDS crisis devastated the gay male community, and the leather 
community in particular. 

AIDS interrupted the chain of mentorship by killing almost an entire 


Rod McCoy, also known as Rod Onyx. Photo by Andrew Bertke 


generation of leathermen, who suddenly were 
not there to mentor the next generation and 
pass on their knowledge. 

Today, all these years after those terrible 
times, the leather community is still reclaim- 
ing, rebuilding and adjusting the way it does 
mentoring. New types of mentoring have 
appeared and evolved. Mentoring in today’s 
leather community often takes the form of 
group activities such as classes, seminars, 
demonstrations and workshops— and, in- 
creasingly in the Twin Cities, community dis- 
cussions such as this one. 

But, as Ingram-Lile told me, “Everything 
can't be taught in a class." There still are many 
benefits to be gained from the personal con- 
nections that come with traditional mentor/ 
mentee relationships. 

Nunez, as moderator, told me he started 
the conversation by asking McCoy and In- 
gram-Lile how they saw themselves as men- 
tors. Ingram-Lile told me he feels he has 
more experience with mentoring skills and 
techniques while McCoy, having been Pledge 
Master for ONYX for many years, has more experience with direct social 
mentoring. But, according to Nunez, both said they saw themselves as 
guides in helping develop both personal character and leather/kink skills. 

According to Nunez, the conversation also touched on the responsibili- 
ties of both mentors and mentees. Both McCoy and Ingram-Lile said they 
were aware that mentors are role models and that they paid attention to 
how they engage with the community, always showing leadership through 
respect. By the same token, it also is appropriate for mentees to have an 
attitude of respect for their mentors and other community members. 

Concerning the relationship of age to mentoring, Nunez told me that 
during the conversation Ingram-Lile noted that skills expertise can be de- 
veloped at a young age. Character development, however, more often hap- 
pens over time, and better mentors tend to have that experience gained 
over time. On the other hand, McCoy made the point that young people 
can also bring fresh perspectives to mentoring, and these di?erent per- 
spectives can help older mentors to improve their mentoring skills. 

McCoy further noted that while some mentoring relationships, such 
as the pledging process for his club ONYX, tend to be structured, there 
always is an organic and fluid quality to the relationship between mentor 
and mentee. 

Ingram-Lile told me he believes that lack of mentoring might be con- 
tributing to the rate of suicides among GLBT youth—and that more effec- 
tive mentoring may be part of the solution. When connections are made 
through mentoring, he said, “We realize we're not alone, that there are 
people who have gone through [what we're going through], and they have 
survived. And so the next generation can also.". ш 
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Joseph Olshan 
Polis Books 
$26; eBook $7.99 


Olshan, author of Clara’s Heart, 
combines two actual events occurring 
at Vermont’s Middlebury College—the 
disappearance of a student during winter 
break, and the vandalizing of poet Robert 
Frost’s nearby Homestead—to create this 
gripping psychological thriller and gay ro- 
mance. Detectives Nick Jenkins and Helen 
Kennedy are brought in after student Luc 
Flanders vanishes after a night pond hockey 
game. Did he just take off, or was there 
foul play? He'd recently broken up with his 
girlfriend, but was also having a liaison with 
much older Sam Solomon, who, they find, 
has no alibi. The break-in at the Frost house 
seems connected, as is Sam’s serious injury 
during an earlier skiing accident on Black 
Diamond Fall in Utah. All interweave into a 
chilling, unsettling climax. 


BOOKS | BY E.B. BOATNER 


Christopher Bonanos 
Henry Hold and Company 
$32 


You've probably already seen some 
of Weegee's (Arthur Felig's) iconic 
photographs- "The Critic" (1943), of two 
tiara'd socialites sailing by a shabby woman 
onlooker on opening night at New York's 
Metropolitan Opera; shots of tenement 
kids sleeping on fire escapes; rubbed-out 
gangsters; fatal fires. An immigrant boy 
from Zolochev, Ukraine, Felig (1899-1968) 
would become the chronicler of the night 
lives—and deaths—of New Yorkers. Living 
in one room, driving a Chevy filled with 
photo equipment, Weegee, as he came to 
be known, was usually first on the scene for 
any disaster. Author Bonanos, city editor at 
New York Magazine, sympathetically and 
minutely details the solitary, quixotic life 
of this near mythic personality. If you love 
New York, if you love photography, snap 
this up. 
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Steve Jenkins, Derek Walter, and 
Caprice Crane 

Grand Central Publishing 

$27 


The subtitle gives the bare bones, but 
barely scratches the surface of the breadth 
and depth of what this tenacious couple— 
and pig-daughter—have accomplished for 
abused and abandoned farm animals. Au- 
thor's caveat: if you are offered a foundling 
mini-pig and are tempted to step up to the 
plate, consider five pounds may become 650 
pounds, far beyond town bylaws. The logical 
solution, according to narrator Jenkins, 
was to set up a crowdfunding campaign 
and purchase a 50-асге farm in Camp- 
bellville, Ontario. There they created the 
now world-renowned Happily Ever Esther 
Farm Sanctuary welcoming all needy farm 
animals. Esther's parents speak eloquently of 
kindness and the vegan life, including illus- 
trations and 23 pages of "Esther Approved" 
recipes. (Read also Esther the Wonder Pig, 
then go visit.) 


Neil Plakcy 
Featherweight Publishing 
$12.99 


An intriguing coming-of-age romance 
with a sci-fi twist. Narrated by 17-year- 
old Michael Torani, he opens the novel with 
standard teen woes and complaints; his noi- 
some brother, the Big Mistake; his parents 
(when can he leave them and boring Stew- 
art's Crossing behind); his disturbing crush 
on nerdy new Cuban student, Daniel Florez. 
Teen hormones being what they universally 
are, there comes a soul kiss between the 
two—and a detonation somewhere deep 
in Michael's brain. He suddenly reads, as- 
similates, performs exponentially better, ex- 
plains his father's work to him and discerns 
what might be ailing the Big Mistake. Then, 
Daniel's mother disappears. FBI agents, 
gangsters, and Cuban exiles appear. The 
two are on the run to Miami. YA or A, you'll 
be caught up in Plakcy's tale. 
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RIDE REVIEW | BY RANDY STERN | PHOTOS BY RANDY STERN 


2019 MINI Convertible 


We can safely establish that MINI is more than just the iconic two- 
door car that looks like the original from back in 1959. 

In the past couple of years, Lavender Magazine brought you two vari- 
ations on the MINI theme. The Clubman fused some traditional MINI 
aspects onto a four-door wagon. This was followed by the Countryman, 
MINI’s answer to the premium small SUV/crossover. 

This time around, Lavender Magazine had the chance to drive an- 
other MINI that reflects the current direction of the brand—the Con- 
vertible. 

Across all three generations of the MINI family, a four-seat con- 
vertible has been a part of the lineup. This current generation just 
went through a mid-cycle refresh that is mild, but not without some 
updates on technology and cosmetic items. The Convertible reflects 
not just a through-line of all generations under BMW’s guidance and 
stewardship, but a car onto its own. 

The character of the Convertible starts from the two-door Hardtop 
model. Though some would say that the Convertible was a simple roof 
chop, you might be half-right. In essence, you have the guts of the Hard- 
top with a clever roof system. 

The mid-cycle refresh brings about a new LED surround for the 
headlight units. The LED doubles as a turn signal, as well as a daylight 
running lamp. The headlamp units are now all-LED. The fog lamps 
were redesigned to be more integrated into the lower fascia. You will 
also see the revised MINI logo applied onto the exterior of each 2019 
Hardtop, Convertible, and Clubman. The rear bumper skin has been re- 
done slightly. The biggest change is the availability of the Union Jack 
taillights. They etched a half of the flag of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain on each taillight using LED lamps to illuminate in a salute. 

The lower stance has been raised by the roof itself—when the roof's 
up, that is. The soft canvas/cloth roof has a C-pillar blind spot that is de- 
signed more for stability. With the roof up, rearward vision is OK. Drop 
the roof and your lower rearward vision is blocked by the folded roof it- 
self. Luckily, you do get infinite rear quarter vision in that position. With 
the roof down, you can install a wind deflector across the rear seat—that 
is, if you only have just yourself or another person in the Convertible. 

There is a third way to work the roof. You can have the front half of 
the roof folded back for a sunroof effect. All roof operations are available 
from one switch. It takes 18 seconds to get the roof down. You also have 
the option to keep the windows up or down when the roof is lowered. 

If you remove the wind deflector, you get seating for four. Depending 
on the size of the people, you may have to consider the MINI Convertible 
a 2+2. But, if you do have someone in the rear seat, the MINI Convertible 
should be a fun way to get through summer. Front seats are supportive 
with plenty of manual adjustments for rake, recline and height. One lever 
on the top of the seatback takes care of rear seat access. 

Cargo space starts at 5.7 cubic feet with the roof down. Putting up the 
roof will expand that space to 7.6 cubic feet. The trunk is hinged at the 
bottom, yet it opens quite big to fit luggage inside. It is also expandable 
by dropping the rear seatbacks for longer items—or, more luggage. 

If you are familiar with the current MINI lineup, then you will be 
familiar with the dashboard layout. The steering column both tilts and 
telescopes with the instrument binnacle attached to the top of it. A Head- 
Up Display helps to keep your eyes on the road with the right amount of 
information ahead. 
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The large center dial houses the MINI Connected infotainment sys- 
tem. For 2019, MINI added Apple CarPlay connectivity to the system. 
Our tester had accessibility to apps, along with a navigation system. 
Harmon Kardon provided the speakers throughout the cabin, which 
provided great sound with the roof up and down. The audio and infotain- 
ment upgrade on our tester is part of one of the top equipment package 
you can get on a MINI Convertible, called Iconic. It offers practically 
everything you would like in a car in one extensive bundle of features. 
Other equipment levels are Classic and Signature—all leading to the top 
Iconic level. 

The MINI Convertible is available in three performance options. Our 
tester was the Cooper S, powered by a 2.0-liter turbocharged four-cylin- 
der engine. With 189 horsepower on tap, the engine feels like a perfect 
fit for the Convertible with a superb powerband devoid of turbo lag and 
superb response. You can credit that response to the 207 pound-feet of 
torque, giving the Cooper S Convertible a more robust low end. Fuel 
economy for the MINI Convertible Cooper S is rated at 25 MPG in the 
city, 33 MPG on the highway. 


RIDE REVIEW BY RANDY STERN 


You can get the Convertible in a Cooper model with a 134-horsepower 
turbocharged three-cylinder engine, or the uprated John Cooper Works 
model, which raises the Cooper S engine up to 228 horsepower. All three 
models offer a choice of a six-speed manual or a six-speed automatic. 
Our tester had the latter—and it also fits the Cooper S engine perfectly 
with a great response through the gears. All Convertibles come with 
front-wheel drive. 

As a side note, I was at the regional media association’s annual spring 
confab at Road America in Elkhart Lake, Wisconsin. There, I had the 
chance to run a 2018 MINI John Cooper Works 2-door Hardtop on the 
karting course for the autocross event. I cannot put into words how the 
JCW drove: it’s that good! In fact, I had my best autocross course times 
in the JCW. Something to consider if presented with MINI’s high-perfor- 
mance trim level. 

Speaking of driving dynamics, the MINI Convertible certainly feels 
like it’s Hardtop’s brother. Handling is superb with sharp reflexes and 
flat cornering. Both are enhanced through the Convertible’s drive 
modes. Flip the toggle up into Sport and things get more aggressive. 
In any setting, the ride is firm. There is some compliance, but that goes 
away in Sport mode. 

The steering system is also superb. Sharpness is felt at every 
turn. It is really a point-and-shoot system. Steering feel is 
tight—heavier in Sport mode. On center feel is superb. 
The brakes are also fantastic, offering excellent feel at 
the pedal and response down to the calipers. We ex- 
perienced great stops in normal conditions. We were 
unable to do any panic stops in our testing. 4 

Опе thing you will notice is how stable the Con- 
vertible’s structure is. Most convertibles would have 
to compensate for the body/chassis reward from the 
door/B-pillar. The МІМГЕ structure is very compact, but 
built for rigidity from the door, up the B-pillar and onward 
to the roof itself. The C-pillar of the roof is thick, therefore 
assisting to stabilize the rear end of the car. When you do take the 
curves, the Convertible does not flex or shake. 

Another thing to point out about the MINI Convertible’s roof is the 
way it handles inclement weather. The roof’s construction is made not to 
only to keep everyone dry with its up—it also works well to deaden the 
sound from outside. 

The MINI Convertible starts at $26,900 for a Cooper Classic model 


ff 
‚| 


w 


қ EN = 


with a manual transmission. Our Cooper S Iconic tes- 
ter came with a sticker price of $40,355. 

The one thing to understand about the MINI Con- 
vertible is that one should not worry about the lack of 
reward vision or practicality. You buy a convertible for 
the intent of just having fun on the road. It is meant to go on 

outings up to the North Shore or home to see the family. Or, to 
get it ready for next year's Pride festivities. 

'Though the core of the MINI lineup is the two-door Hardtop, one 
should not ignore the Convertible as a viable choice. It has everything 
you want in the two-door Hardtop: with a three-way roof that opens up 
to the skies. You can also get a MINI Convertible with any of the three 
power choices and equipment levels. The Convertible is simply an origi- 
nal idea that makes MINI what it is: built for maximum fun. 


Swed ish Our Motto: 


Do it right or not at all! 


Motors 


The Twin Cities' premiere independent 
Volvo Sales & Repair Shop 


Exceptional Customer Service 
Keen Attention to Detail 


Please consider us for all of 
your Volvo needs and refer your friends! 


(^ 


432 11th Ave. S. * Hopkins 
Conveniently located off 
Hwy 169 & Excelsior Blvd. 
(612) 803-5661 
www.swedishmotorsmn.com 


Justin Christenson 
Owner 


NE MINNEAPOLIS 


5|4 East Hennepin Ave. 


BURNSVILLE 


1607 County Rd. 42 W. 


SMOKE LESS 


"Great shop, great people." 


Monday-Saturday |0am-9pm 
Sunday | lam-6pm 
SmokelessSmoking.com 


612-217-4550 


WOODBURY 


8470 City Centre Dr. 


BLOOMINGTON 


8563 Lyndale Ave. S. 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly non- 
profit organizations. To reserve your 
listing in Community Connection, 
call 612-436-4698 or email advertis- 
ing @lavendermagazine.com. 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 


The Aliveness Project 

Community Center for individuals living 
with HIV/AIDS - on-site meals, food shelf, 
and supportive services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 8244IFE (5433) 
www.cliveness.org 


U of MN HIV Research Studies 

Looking for HIV+ and HIV- individuals to 
participate in research studies. 

420 Delaware St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-7472 


hiv.umn.edu 


ANIMAL RESCUE 

Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 


www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 

Twin Cities Quorum 

Your GLBTQA chamber of commerce 
working to invigorate, build & partner for 
a diverse business community. 

18 N. 12th St., Ste. 3606 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 460-8153 


www.twincitiesquorum.com 


EVENT VENUES 

Germanic-American Institute 
Germanic-American Institute - Old World 
Charm as the perfect backdrop for your 
wedding day. 

301 Summit Ave. St. Paul, MN 55102 
651-222-7027 


www.gai-mn.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Clinic 555, St. Paul 

Confidential, low cost sexual health clinic 
in downtown St. Paul. Now offering PrEP 
services! 

555 Cedar St., Fl. 1 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 266-1255 

clinic555.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 
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Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! ОЁ 
fering respecttul, affordable sexual health 
services to meet your needs. 

1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 
www.familytreeclinic.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 

www.namihelps.org 


Red Door Clinic 

Sexual health care for all people. Get 
confidential tests & treatment in a safe, 
caring setting. 

525 Portland Ave., 4th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 543-5555 
www.reddoorservices.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 


KFAI Radio - 90.3 FM (MPLS) 106.7 
FM (STP) 

Home of “Fresh Fruit", the longest run- 
ning weekly Queer radio show in the 
country, celebrating 40 years! Listen on 
air or online. 

Bailey Building - 1808 Riverside Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55454 

(612) 341-3144 

www.KFAl.org 


MUSEUM 

Minnesota Historical Society Sites & 
Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical Society's 
26 historic sites and museums part of 
your vacation plans. 

www.mnhs.org 


MUSIC 

Radio K - Real College Radio 

Radio K (KUOM) is the award-winning 
student-run radio station of the University 
of Minnesota. 

610 Rarig Center 330 21st Ave 5. 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.RadioK.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Children's Theatre Company 

Children's Theatre Company creates 
theatre that educates, challenges and 
inspires. Values: Imagination, Excellence, 
Respect, Inclusion. 

2400 3rd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 874-0400 


www.childrenstheatre.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 

Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


48 | LAVENDER | AUGUST 30-SEPTEMBER 12, 2018 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Enriching, inspiring and serving our 
community as a symphony orchestra 
internationally recognized for artistic 
excellence. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-5656 

(800) 292-4141 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Minnesota Opera 

World-class opera draws you into a 
synthesis of beauty: breathtaking music, 
stunning costumes, and extraordinary sets. 
Performances at the Ordway Music 
Theater - 345 Washington St., St. Paul, 
MN 55102 

(612) 333-6669 

mnopera.org 


Ordway Center for the Performing Arts 
Hosting, presenting, and creating per- 
forming arts and educational programs 
that enrich diverse audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 

www.ordway.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus building com- 


munity through music and offers entertain- 


ment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Ste. 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 
www.tcgmc.org 


PRIDE 

Twin Cities Pride 

Producers of the third-largest national 
Pride celebration seeks sponsors, volun- 
teers, board members. Contact us today. 
2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 402-7 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 255-3260 

www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 
Central Lutheran Church 

Exploring the promise of God for all. 
333 S. 12th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 


Hennepin Avenue United Methodist 
Church 


Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 


Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic Com- 


munity. Bold Outreach. 
511 Groveland Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 
(612) 871-5303 
www.hennepinchurch.org 


Parkview United Church of Christ 
No matter who you are, or where you 
are on life’s journey, you are welcome 
here! 

3737 Bellaire Ave. 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 429-3346 
www.mnparkviewucc.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church, 
Minneapolis 

Spiritual, Loving, Relevant, Transforming. 
Find us on Facebook and Twitter 

1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
inquiring INSPIRING inclusive. Wher- 
ever you are on your faith journey, St 
Mark's welcomes you. 

519 Oak Grove St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 870-7800 
www.ourcathedral.org 


St. Paul’s Lutheran & Mizpah United 
Church of Christ 

Worshiping together 10:00 am on 
Sundays. Come and experience the 
embrace of God's YES for all! 

412 5th Ave. N. 

Hopkins, MN 

(952) 935-5509 


www.churchoffice@mizpahucc.org 


United Methodist Reconciling Churches 
Congregations around Minnesota that 
intentionally welcome all people regard- 
less of sexual orientation or gender 
identity. 

www.mnrcumc.org 


TRAVEL 

Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic waterfront. 
Vibrant arts & dining. Adventure. Hotels 
and B&Bs. Attractions and events. 

21 W. Superior St., Ste. 100 

Duluth, MN 

(218) 722-4011, (800) 4-DULUTH 
www.visitduluth.com 


Visit Winona 

Cool theater, arts and music scene, foodie 
bliss, outdoor recreation paradise. Surpris- 
ingly weird. Incredibly entertaining. 

160 Johnson St. 

Winona, MN 55987 

(507) 452-0735 


www.visitwinona.com 


zoo 

International Wolf Center 

Our world famous Center features daily 
programs, award-wining exhibits, and 
live ambassador wolves. 

1396 Highway 169 

Ely, MN 55731 

218-365-4695 

www.wolf.org 


THE NETWORK 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING 


HOME SERVICES PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Karen R Palm CPA CFP 
TAX preparation 
FEE ONLY financial planning 


NO product sales 


612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


ATTORNEYS 


JEAN M. GUSTAFSON - Estate Law: Probate & 
Trust, Guardianship & Conservatorship, Child Pro- 
tection, Mental Health Law. Licensed: Minnesota, 
South Dakota, Utah. MN Lavender Bar Association 
Greater Minnesota Fellowship Recipient, 2017. 
(218) 454-2039, GusLaw.net 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


Family Owned & Operated 
For Over 65 Years! 


(HAGENS 2222 ) 


FREE Estimates * All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 


28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls * 612-872-6671 


WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 


EMPLOYMENT 


| CARE FOR SENIORS IN THEIR OWN HOME. 
Companion. Experienced. Gail (651) 324-1034 


Marna Reed, MA, LP 


CARE marnareed.com 
HOME m49reedG gmail.com 
Ee EROS даһа En) 612-670-1330 


CARPENTRY • KITCHENS • TILING • PLASTERING 
BATHROOM - CONCRETE + DECKS - PATIOS 

FREE ESTIMATES 

By Your Complete Professional HomeCare Company 

, f SOSHONMEC AREANDREMODELING.COM 

TODD OR LEE 

„ 612-374-3222 


MN LIC#BC-20270903 


REAL ESTATE 
та 


BUYRENTSELL. 
Scott T. Haubrich 
Broker 
612-298-5400 
Scott@BuyRentSell.com 
www.BuyRentSell.com 


AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING 


SINGE 
1957 


Live Well... Invest Wisely! 


Commercia 


www.thanancywalkerteam.com 
nwalker@cbburnet.com 


612.827.9537 к= 


Serving you for over 100 зуп) =з 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


612-721-4080 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


SERVING OUR COMMUNITY 


BURNET 


612-940-1577 
Kate.Offerdahloyce@CBBurnet.com 
www.offerdahljoycehomes.com _ 


Anita С. Hill 

Meeting your Twin City Metro 
real estate needs: single family, 
town homes, condos, lots, land. 


GUN SHOPS 


swan 


Bill's Manthly Memherships 
p 5 Star Rated Ranges 
е2 9 
да? Huge Retail Selection 
26 Range’ Training Classes 
WWW.BILLSGS.COM SEE YOU AT THE RANGE! 


651-707-6408 
AnitaC.Hill@CBBurnet.com >; 
www.HomesForSaleSaintPaulMN.com 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 


Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 

www.goodstuffmoving.com 


Professionals 


HOME SERVICES 


MATT's TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REIVIOVALS 


LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping * Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage • Lot Clearing • Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 


and Oak Wilt protection treatments 
25+ yrs. Experience 
Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


INSURANCE 
4500 Park Glen Road 
P Suite 100 
More Options. St, Louis Park, MN 55416 
More Discounts. p 612-822-7177 4 612-822-2163 
В RORTax.com 
Auto, Home, Life Matthew Pagel 
4 & Recreational Income Tax Professional 
| Serving the GLBT Community (and civilized straights) Since 1991 
à Deb Streeter 
Insurance Agency 


Advertise your business in 


THE NETWORK 
Call 612-436-4698 


Call Today 952-853-9077 


Kg FARMERS 


INSURANCE 
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SKIRTING THE ISSUES | BY ELLEN KRUG 


Magic Number 


Warning: you'll probably want to file this 
under “TMI.” 

I’m going to talk about sex, or more pre- 
cisely, my lack of it. Woe is me. 

Several years ago, I met a vibrant young 
woman—Tll call her “K”—who was in her early 
twenties; over drinks one night with several 
other women (including me), she talked about 
her “magic number.” Before that, I had no idea 
what “magic number” meant but I quickly real- 
ized it was a tally of the men with whom she’d 
had sex. 

With а halfempty wine glass in hand, K an- 
nounced, “I think my magic number is twen- 
ty-two,” only to pause with a scrunch. “Wait 
a minute,” she added, “It might actually be 
twenty-three.” 

Sensing that the askew looks of several at 
the table might indicate negative judgment, K 
quickly followed-up with, “Do you think that’s 
bad? Is that too many?” 

“No, not at all,” I replied. Actually, I was 
thinking, Wow, that’s a hell of a lot of guys. 

In case you're curious, a recent survey of 
sexually active adults indicates they gener- 
ally accept that “ten” is the best possible magic 
number for their long-term partner—it’s appar- 
ently not too many (to weed out the prolific) or 
too few (no one wants a total novice). 

Now, let’s shift to moi, whose magic num- 
ber is quite dismal. 

The backstory: for most of my life, I pre- 
sented as male and ostensibly attracted only 
to women. Indeed, I began dating my eventual 
wife, Lydia, in high school and within a year or 
so, things had progressed to “home base” (hey, 
back then you didn’t rush into sex and it didn’t 
help that she was Missouri Synod Lutheran). 

Even though I had been secretly dressing 
in my sister’s underwear since I was eleven (a 
fact I’m not proud of but it’s the truth), I had 
thought that fantasies about being a girl would 
go away once I started having sex. In fact, they 
did disappear only to show up again several 
months down the road. 

When the fantasies returned, they were 
more intense than ever; only now, they were 
accompanied by something new: the idea of 
having sex with the high school football team 
offensive tackle. 

I thought all of this would evaporate as 
life took its course with law school, marriage 
to Lydia, children and a demanding civil trial 
practice. 

But the fantasies never did go away. I 
couldn’t get out of my head the idea of a man 
adoring me as a woman while I stood before 


him wearing pretty white cotton bikini panties. 

Like I warned, TMI. 

Fast forward to today. 

What I had fantasized about is now real—I 
finally have the body of a woman and scores of 
delightful white cotton bikini panties. The only 
thing missing is a man to adore me. 

To date—nearly eight years after my gen- 
der confirmation surgery—I’ve racked up а 
magic number of exactly two and a half. (If you 
ever see me on the street, feel free to ask about 
the “half.”) 

I’m not at all happy about my magic num- 
ber. Yet, at my age (61), there’s not a whole lot 
I can do about adding to it. 

As I’ve written before, neither Match.com 
or Plenty of Fish seems to work at all for me 
(or other transgender humans). Until recently, 
Craigslist made it easy to connect with men 
who are accepting of transgender women, but 
now that’s gone due to government regulation. 

Which leaves Tinder. What a crapshoot 
there. 

It’s also not that I haven’t met men; indeed, 
I have. The problem is that notwithstanding 
the ever-present goal to up my magic number, 
I’m also quite picky. I have this silly notion that 
if I’m going to sleep with someone, they need 
to be relatively smart, fairly good looking, and 
able to make me laugh. 

I know, call me a hopeless romantic. And, 
also totally and utterly naive. 

There’s another problem in that I don’t 
“pass” as female 100 percent due to my still 
way-too-masculine voice—for some men, this 
is areal dealbreaker. It’s just one more obstacle 
in adding to my magic number. 

On top of all of this is my outright envy, 
even jealousy, over the many genetic females 
and way younger trans women who have their 
relative picks of men and ease of adding to 
their magic numbers. It certainly doesn’t seem 
fair at all. I worked so hard my entire life to get 
here, to the real me, and there’s no one to enjoy 
me with. 

Yet, as I know, that’s the way life is—unfair, 
even arbitrary. 

Still, I have absolutely no regrets. Besides, I 
really love wearing white cotton bikini panties 
even if there's no one to see me in them. B 


Ellen [Ellie] Krug is the author of Getting to Ellen: A 
Memoir about Love, Honesty and Gender Change 
(2013]. She speaks and trains on diversity and inclu- 
sion topics; visit www.elliekrug.com where you can 
also sign up for her newsletter, The Ripple. She 
welcomes your comments at ellenkrugwriter(dgmail. 
com. 
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FREEDOM TO BE, 
TOBACCO-FREE. 


2019 JAGUAR I-PACE 
SNEAK PREVIEW 


ELECTRIC PERFORMANCE 


90kWh 


BATTERY 


The battery is made up of 432 high 
energy density, Lithium-ion pouch cells, 
arranged in 36 modules of 12: the best 
technology to deliver maximum range, у 


performance and efficiency 


3% > > 
ЕТ за 
Ж. DRIVING 


The |-PACE's sophisticated braking 


system provides regenerative 


charging power to the battery in 


all driving modes - maximising 


range. And, by selecting the ‘high’ 


regenerative mode, it enables 
intuitive 'single pedal' driving in 
many conditions. Regenerative 
braking can produce up to O.4G 
of braking force 


480km 


(298 miles) 
RANGE ON THE 
WLTP. TEST CYCLE 


TWO 


ELECTRIC 
MOTORS 


The Synchronous Permanent Magnet 
motors are light and extremely efficient. 
Packaging them concentrically with 
the single-speed transmissions makes 
them as compact as possible. Their 
position on each axle delivers all-wheel 
drive and, together with the underfloor 
battery, contribute to I-PACE's low 
centre of gravity to enhance control, 
handling and agility 


36kNm/° 
TORSIONAL RIGIDITY. 
The integral battery structure 
means I-PACE is the stiffest vehicle 
in the Jaguar range - optimising 
handling agility and safety 


7kW AC 


WALL BOX 
Charges the battery from 
0-80% in 10 hours - ideal 
for overnight charging 

at home 


Б 
40 MINUTES 


RAPID CHARGING 
Time taken to charge from O-8096 (IOOkW DC) 
15-MINUTES CHARGING’AT 100kW DC GIVES 
UP TO 100km (62 miles) EXTRA RANGE. 


696Nm| 4.55 |400Р5 


TORQUE |0-6Отрһ| POWER 


SEPTEMBER Ist THROUGH THE 14th 


THE ALL NEW ALL ELECTRIC I-PACE WILL BE AT JAGUAR OF MINNEAPOLIS FORA 


SPECIAL 14 DAY” SNEAK PREVIEW” 


AVAILABLE TO ORDER NOW 
PRICED FROM $69,500 


ALSO ELIGIBLE FOR FEDERAL TAX CREDIT OF UP TO $7500.00 


763 222-2200 


JaguarlandroverMinneapolis.com 


JAGUAR MINNEAPOLIS 
8905 WAYZATA BLVD, 
GOLDEN VALLEY MN 55426 


